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Alestract

Elecrronic resonrees are a very big topd for irapsferring informarion from one 1o apotler, This
paper discusses dwe awareness and wiage of e-resourees among post-grodusie stademis of SESokn s
College, Palovambene, This siwdy finds shar 69 pereentages of the respordends are gware of e-
resaurces af maderade fevel, W90 percentages of female respondents wsed the ¢-resowrces ar modenale
Ievel, follanved By 64,7 peroentages of male responderts af maderate level 7209 percentages of miral
areq regpondenty weed ihe e-respurces, Finally, there 5 mo significans difference berween the asage of
e-resources wmong tre male ond fermale sfudents,

Keywornds: PO Sedenis, E-Books, E-Joumals and Elecironic Eesoarces

Intraduction

Libraries are given electronic access to brond diversity of resources, incleding indexes, full
text articles, complete jounals and internetiweb tesources. The availability of a multitude of electronic
mformiation resources has made 3 preat challenge o the libmes fo improve the users (Al-Bandi &
Ached, 20000, In the techrodopy world, more information’s gathenng and shasing from one o another
through online com social networking sites like consortia, educational portals, Feeesbook, Twitter,
Whaisapp etc. This paper analyzes swareness and wsape of electronic information resources among the
post graduste shudents af 51, John's College, Polaysmkotini,

Institule Frofile

5t John's College was established in 1578, It now offers 9 added UG Courses, 5 mided PG
Courses and alse rescarch progrummes i various depariments, The Library was establisled in 1962,
The present Accession Fegister stanied with the same year. The distinctive Teature of the library is thai
it iz considered 3 depariment of academic suppen services. The emiphasis of the libeary is on the
inzrease of its holdings. The central library is housed in a ground floor af the entrance of the college
and accommadates more than sixty thowsand books and subscribes 10 38 journals. 'With the prants frem
the UHHC and anmual bedgetry provisions of the college the libmmary has built up 8 huge collection
representing various disciplines for all kevels of its users, The library also receives reading mesterials as
gifts from individuals and instifutions incleding imernationol missions. It offers special services like
reprogruphic and kikliopraphic services and Imtemet browsing services, It is equipped with Intemet
fncilitizs and is alse prepaning for library antomation, The Library can accommodsle maore than 150
sudenls M 4 time,

Review of Literature

Shahapurmath (2015) pointed out the main objective of this paper to know the usage of e-
respirces and services by the stislents of physics, chemistry and mathematics from Kamataks College
ko fimad owl impesliments encountered by the wsers while sccessing and wsing the e-resources. This sosdy
fimds oat, physics, chemisry and mathematics students are dilferent purpose they are Using e-resounoes.
The resgarchers foand majority of that MU62% from physics, 77.27% from chemistry and 68.91% from
mathematics students are agreed that they used the electronic resources for stady purpose and many
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they were reading e-news papers. It will show that students are using e-books and e-journals only for
their study purpose.

Scope of the Study
This study indicates that an “A Study on Awareness and Usage of Electronic Resources
among Post-Graduate Students with Special Reference to St. John’s College, Palayamkottai .”

Objectives of the study

To find out the level of awareness about e-resources.

To find out the purpose of using the e-resources.

How to find out the latest Information.

Level of using the e-news paper.

To find out most accessible e-resources : :

To find out the level of usage of e-resources for preparing for the competitive examinations.

—

VVVVVY

Delimitations:
Collection of the data is only from post-graduate students studying at St. John’s College,

Palayamkottai.

Data Collection:

This research is done by the survey method and for survey a questionnaire is used as a tool.
The respondents are from St. John’s College post-graduate students including male and female
respondents. This research questionnaire consists of six questions regarding the awareness and usage of
electronic resources during the study. The researchers distributed 120 sets of questionnaire to students
of St. John’s College, Palayamkottai. Only 113 filled questionnaires have been received from students
of St. John’s College, Palayamkottai.

Data Analysis
The responses of the 113 students were taken up for analysis and interpretation.
Analysis of the Study: .
Table 1.Distribution of Gender wise
v Frequency Percent
Male 34 30.10
Valid Female 79 69.90
Total 113 100.0

Source: Primary Data

Table 1 show that 69.90 percentage of the female respondents followed by 30.1 Opercentages
of the female respondents participated in this study.

Table 2 .Distribution of Area wise

Frequency Percent
Urban 65 57.50
Valid Rural 48 42.50
Total 113 100.0

Source: Primary Data

Table 2 shows that 57.50 percentage of the rural area respondents followed by 42.50

percentages of the urban respondents participated in this study.

Electronic Resources and Academic Libraries
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Table 3.Level of Awareness of the E-resources

Level of Awareness of the E-resources Frequency Percent
Low 16 14.20
Valid Moderate 78 69.00
High 19 16.80

Source: Primary Data

Table 3 shows that 16.80 percentage of the respondents are aware of the e-resources at high
level, followed by 69 percentage at moderate level and 14.2 percentage at low level.

Table 4. Level of Awareness of the E-resources Gender wise

Variable (Binned
Level of Awareness of the E-resources Low Moderate Hish
Malé Count 4 22 8
% within Gender 11.8% 64.7% 23.5%
Gender _
Female Count 12 56 11
% within Gender 15.2% 70.9% 13.9%

Source: Primary Data

Table 4 shows that 23.5 percentage of the male respondents used the e-resources at high level,
followed by 64.7 percentage at moderate level and 11.8 percentage at low level. 13.9 percentage of the
female respondents used the e-resources at high level, followed by 70.9 percentage at moderate level
and 15.2 percentages at low level.

Table 5. Level of Awareness of the E-resources Area wise

Variable (Binned)
Level of Awareness of the E-resources Low Moderate High
Urba Count 8 43 14
. " % within Residence 12.3% 66.2% 21.5%
Residence ;
Rural Count : 8 35 5
% within Residence 16.7% 72.9% 10.4%

Source: Primary Data

Table 5 shows that 21.5 percentage of the urban area respondents used the electronic resources
in the library at high level, followed by 66.40 percentage at moderate level and 12.3 percentages at low
level. 10.40 percentage of the urban area respondents used the e-resources at high level, followed by
72.90 percentage at moderate and 16.7 percentage at low level.

Table 6. Gender wise usage of electronic resources for “t” test

t-test for Gender
Gender N Mean Std. Deviation t-value p-value
. Male 34 17.32 2.705
Varigble e e 79 16.87 2102 0.864 0.391

Source: Primary Data

Table 6 shows that there was no significant difference between the male and female
respondents regarding the usage of electronic resources, because p value is greater than 0.05.
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Table 7. Area wise usage of electronic resources for “t” test

t-test for Residence
Residence N Mean Std. Deviation | . t-value p-value
. Urban 65 17.25 2.424 0.193
Variable [p . ral 43 16.69 2.095 1310

Source: Primary Data
Table 7 shows that there was no significant difference between the rural and urban

respondents regarding the usage of electronic resources, because p value is greater than 0.05.

Major Findings of the Study:

> Majority of the respondents are 69.90 percentage of the female respondents participated in this
study.

69 percentage of the respondents have awareness about the e-resources at moderate level.
- 70.90 percentage female respondents used the e-resources at moderate level

72.90 percentage of the urban area respondents used the e-resources at moderate level.

vV V V V

There was no significant difference between the male and female respondents regarding the
usage of electronic resources and

» There was no significant difference between the rural and urban respondents regarding the
usage of electronic resources

Conclusion

The Post-graduate students were well aware of electronic versions including the e-newspaper.
Students were using the electronic resources for preparing the subject material, assignment, and project
works. Students also sharing the information through social networking sites like facebook, whatsapp,
and twitter etc. The presents study also showed the female students were using e-resources more than
their counterpart male students. This was a very good indicator showing women’s empowerment in
modern technologies for academic purposes. The residence students both male and female where
making the use of e-resources. The rural students where using e-resources more than their. urban
counterpart. The reason may be that most of the rural students were poor than the urban students. So
this may be they hurdle for rural students to access e-resources at their own expenses.
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